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an apology, and it continues. It con-
tinues as a repeated pattern that is re-
peating itself right now with the Karl 
Rove affair. 

Democrats are right to be incensed 
that the President’s chief adviser is al-
leged to have revealed Valerie Plame 
as a CIA operative, purportedly publi-
cizing this information to get back at 
Plame’s husband, Joe Wilson, for dis-
agreeing with the Bush administra-
tion’s assessment that Saddam Hussein 
was, to quote Vice President CHENEY’s 
flawed analysis, reconstituting his nu-
clear weapons program. 

Maybe my memory is failing me, but 
I do not recall any Republicans calling 
on Karl Rove to apologize for cold-
heartedly revealing the identity of a 
CIA operative as part of a political ven-
detta to get back at her husband. Nor 
has the Vice President apologized for 
his mistake about Iraq’s nonexistent 
nuclear weapons program which led us 
into war. 

The personally destructive behavior 
that Republicans have engaged in to 
protect Karl Rove and another high 
ranking Bush administration official, 
Vice President CHENEY’s chief of staff, 
Scooter Libby, actually might be their 
way to change the subject to avoid any 
question about the merits of the Iraq 
war and how it has been so poorly man-
aged. 

Why do they want to avoid that dis-
cussion? Because the American people 
have completely lost confidence in the 
administration’s Iraq policy. Where, 
for example, is the apology for the 
deaths of more than 1,700 Americans? 
Not only is there no apology, Secretary 
Rumsfeld could not be bothered to per-
sonally sign condolence letters to their 
families. 

Where is the apology for sending 
young men and women to war without 
the proper protective armor on their 
bodies and on their vehicles? 

Where is the apology for pinching 
pennies on veterans health benefits 
when these brave soldiers return home? 

Where is the apology for the immoral 
doctrine of this preemptive war? 

And where is the apology for the 
gross deceptions used to justify it, for 
the missing weapons of mass destruc-
tion, for the cooked intelligence, for 
the phony al Qaeda-Saddam link? 

Where is the apology for wasting 
more than $200 billion for taxpayer 
money on this mistake, and for the 
poor leadership that led to torture of 
prisoners and prisoner abuse at Abu 
Ghraib in Guantanamo? 

Where is the apology for committing 
our troops and our Nation to this mis-
sion without a postwar plan to secure 
the peace? 

Where is the apology for the arro-
gance that squandered America’s inter-
national goodwill and damaged our re-
lationships with our closest allies? 

And finally, where is the apology for 
revealing the identity of a good man’s 
wife just because he disagreed with the 
administration on policy grounds? 

There is something wrong with our 
moral compass if we have to apologize 

for speaking bluntly, while our leaders 
can commit the biggest foreign policy 
blunder since Vietnam and get away 
without apology or accountability. To 
tell the truth, an apology would not be 
enough for everything they have done. 
An apology, after all, is just more 
words. 

It is time for action. It is time for ac-
countability and it is time for Karl 
Rove’s security clearance to be re-
voked. It is time for a tangible admis-
sion that the Iraq war was immorally 
conceived and has been incompetently 
managed. It is time for an end of the 
politics of personal destruction and an 
end of destructive national policies. 

If the President wants to earn back 
the Nation’s trust he needs to end this 
shameful, shameful chapter in our Na-
tion’s history, and without apology he 
needs to bring our troops home. 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am back on the floor to-
night to talk about CAFTA, the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement, 
that I think is the wrong agreement for 
the American people and particularly 
the workers of this great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to start with a 
quote by Ross Perot. This was during 
the presidential elections of 1992, at 
least the debates. And Mr. Perot said, 
you implement that NAFTA, the Mexi-
can trade agreement where they pay 
people a dollar an hour, have no health 
care, no retirement, no pollution con-
trols, and you are going to hear a giant 
sucking noise of jobs being pulled out 
of this country right at a time when we 
need the tax base to pay the debt. 

Well, I would like to say to Mr. Perot 
that times have not changed. We need 
that tax base right now. 

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you a little 
bit about NAFTA. I was not here in the 
Congress when that was debated and 
when it was passed and became the law 
of the land. Before NAFTA we ran a 
trade surplus with Mexico. Now the 
U.S. runs a $45 billion annual trade def-
icit with Mexico. My State of North 
Carolina has lost over 200,000 manufac-
turing jobs since 1993. The United 
States of America has lost over 2.5 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs. 

The number of Mexican illegal aliens 
in the United States has grown from 1.3 
million, and that was in 1992, the year 
before NAFTA was signed into law, to 
over 5.9 million in the year 2004. That 
is a 350 percent increase. 350 percent in-
crease. CAFTA will continue these 
trends. 85 percent of the language in 
CAFTA is identical to the language in 
NAFTA. 

Let us talk about Trade Promotion 
Authority, which I did not vote for by 
the way. America’s, since August of 
2002, annual trade deficit grew by $195 

billion to $217 billion, and of that $150 
billion with China. 

North Carolina has lost over 52,000 
manufacturing jobs since TPA, Trade 
Promotion Authority, became the law 
of the land, and the United States of 
America has lost over 600,000 million 
manufacturing jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, CAFTA is not the an-
swer. It is not that we are opposed to a 
CAFTA agreement, but this CAFTA 
agreement is not good for the Amer-
ican people. 

And let me give you just a little bit 
of an example of CAFTA and how it 
will impact those in Central America. 
It will not help to raise their income 
levels at all. It will not help them with 
health care, it will not help them with 
improving their livelihood, if you will. 
The average in Nicaragua is $0.95 an 
hour. Guatemala is $1 an hour. El Sal-
vador is $1.25 an hour. These countries 
have few labor laws, environmental 
standards, and CAFTA does nothing if 
at all to improve those. 

CAFTA allows China to backdoor 
fabric into Central America where it 
can be assembled and shipped into the 
United States duty free. The last thing 
we need is to help China. We have 
outsourced 1.5 million jobs since 1989 to 
China. 

Mr. Speaker, in the little bit of time 
I have left I want to give you from the 
Washington Post today an article. 
There were many here on the floor of 
the House that wanted to give perma-
nent normal trade status to China. I 
was opposed to that, by the way. 

Let me just read from the Wash-
ington Post and then I will close, Mr. 
Speaker. The trouble at Futai began 
the last day of May when workers re-
ceived their monthly salary at about 4 
p.m. For many the computer generated 
pay slip contained intolerable news. 

b 1945 

‘‘From $60 to $100 a month for weav-
ing sweaters, their piecework pay had 
slumped to $50 and $40 and even lower, 
they said. That, the workers com-
plained, was not enough compensation 
for 11-hour shifts and one day’s rest a 
month, the day after payday.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this is the problem with 
these trade agreements. They are not 
good for the American people, and they 
are not good usually for the country 
that we reach these agreements with. 
And I hope that this House will con-
tinue to stand strong in a bipartisan 
way, Democrat and Republican, and 
stand in opposition to CAFTA; and if it 
is brought to the floor of the House in 
the next 10 days, I hope we will defeat 
it on behalf of the American worker 
who needs help from the United States 
Congress. 

f 

REASONS AGAINST CAFTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 
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